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Last year, 138,000 San Francisco residents used Airbnb, a popular app designed to connect home renters and travelers. It’s
a striking number for a city with a population of about 850,000, and it was enough for Airbnb to win a major victory in local
elections, as San Francisco voters struck down a debatable rule that would have placed time restrictions and other regulations
on short-term rental services.

The company fiercely opposed the measure, Proposition F, with a nearly $10 million advertising campaign. It also
contacted its San Franciscan users with messages urging them to vote against Proposition F.

Most people think of Airbnb as a kind of couch-surfing app. The service works for one-night stays on road trips and longer
stays in cities, and it often has more competitive pricing than hotels. It’s a textbook example of the “sharing economy”, but not
everyone is a fan.

The app has had unintended consequences in San Francisco. As the San Francisco Chronicle reported last year, a
significant amount of renting on Airbnb is not in line with the company’s image: middle-class families putting up a spare room
to help make ends meet. Some users have taken advantage of the service, using it to turn their multiple properties into vacation
rentals or even full-time rentals. Backers of Proposition F argued that this trend takes spaces off the conventional,
better-regulated housing market and contributes to rising costs.

“The fact is, widespread abuse of short-term rentals is taking much needed housing off the market and harming our
neighborhoods,” said ShareBetter SF, a group that supported Proposition F. Hotel unions have protested the company’s
practices in San Francisco and other cities, saying that it creates an illegal hotel system.

San Francisco is in the middle of a long-term, deeply rooted housing crisis that has seen the cost of living explode.
Actually, explode is a generous term. The average monthly rent for an apartment is around $4, 000. Located on a narrow
outcropping of land overlooking the bay, San Francisco simply doesn’t have enough space to accommodate the massive inflow
of young, high-salaried tech employees flocking to Silicon Valley.

As the Los Angeles Times reported, some San Francisco residents supported the measure simply because it seemed like a
way to check a big corporation. Opponents of Proposition F countered that the housing crisis runs much deeper, and that
passing the rule would have discouraged a popular service while doing little to solve the city’s existing problems.

8. The intention of Proposition F is to
A. place time limits in local election. B. set limits on short-term rental.
C. strike down a controversial rule. D. urge users to vote against Airbnb.
9. What is the negative consequence of Airbnb on San Francisco?
A. It shrinks the living space of middle-class families.
B. Users are taken advantage of by the service financially.
C. It makes the house market more competitive.
D. It indirectly leads to high house rental price.
10. The housing crisis in San Francisco results from
A. explosion of the living cost B. its geographic characteristics
C. generosity of local enterprises D. inflow of migrant population
11. The author’s attitude toward Proposition F is
A. objective B. supportive
C. negative D. indifferent
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Humans are not the only ones who underwent self-domestication. So did our close relatives, the bonobos, and the species
we call our best friend. A tiny proportion of the genome differentiates dogs from wolves, and yet millions of dogs are
comfortably curled up in our homes, while wolves move around at the edge of extinction.

When our research group began its work almost 20 years ago, we discovered that dogs also have extraordinary intelligence:
they can read our gestures better than any other species. Wolves, in contrast, are mysterious and unpredictable. Their home is
the wilderness, and that wilderness is shrinking.

But not so long ago the evolutionary race between dogs and wolves was so close, it was unclear who would win. Dogs, in
fact, did not descend from wolves. Instead, dogs and wolves shared a wolflike ancestor.

Folklore supposes that humans brought wolf puppies into camp and domesticated them. Or as wolf expert David Mech
wrote in 1974, “Evidently early humans tamed wolves and domesticated them, eventually selectively breeding them and finally
developing the domestic dog from them.” But this story has not held up. Taming an animal occurs during its lifetime.
Domestication happens over generations and involves changes to the genome.

So how did wolves turn into dogs? Back in the Ice Age, as our human populations grew more sedentary, we probably
created more rubbish, which we then dumped outside our camps. These leavings would have included tempting pieces of food
for hungry wolves. Not every wolf would have been able to scavenge, however. These animals would have had to be unafraid
of humans, and if they displayed any aggression toward us, they would have been killed. After generations of selection for
friendliness without intentional selection by humans, this special population of wolves would have begun to take on a different
appearance. Coat color, ears, tails: all probably started to change.

Animals that could respond to our gestures and voices would be extremely useful as hunting partners and guards. They
would have been valuable as well for their warmth and companionship, and slowly we would have allowed them to move from
outside our camps to our firesides. We did not domesticate dogs. The friendliest wolves domesticated themselves.

12. What can be summarized about wolves and dogs from the first three paragraphs?

A. Wolves are smarter than dogs.

B. They are very much racially divided.

C. They are close relatives but dogs seem to be on the winning side.

D. Dogs have made their ways to indoor life while wolves to the wild.

13. What is the meaning of the underlined word “sedentary” in paragraph 5?

A. diverse B. limited

C. living in the same place D. involving regular migration
14. What does the author conclude from the history of dogs and wolves?

A. Dogs evolved from wolves.

B. Selective breeding developed domestic dogs.

C. Taming and domesticating an animal are the same thing.

D. Friendliness as a quality translates into an evolutionary strategy.

15. Which of the following is suitable for a title?

A. From Wolf to Dog B. Dog: Our Favorite Pet

C. An Intentional Domestication D. A Competition Story between Wolf and Dog
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The Upside to Being Outside

Research shows that being in nature makes people feel good, whether they’re roughing it in the wilderness for days or just
hanging out at a local park for a while. One study was conducted in the city of Birmingham, Alabama. Researchers found that
most participants’ mood and well-being improved significantly when they spent time in urban parks, even though the average
visit was only around half an hour.

____ 16 For example, scientists in the United Kingdom studied the impact of the “30 Days Wild” campaign. It
challenged people to interact with nature for 30 days by enjoying earthy activities like feeding birds and planting flowers.
Participants were measurably happier and healthier throughout the challenge...and for months afterwards, too.____ 17

How does nature boost people’s happiness? Scientists say that spending time in natural settings reduces stress and anxiety,
which benefits mental and physical health. Research shows our brains are more relaxed in natural settings.

To most people, it’s not news that nature can be calming. But multiple studies have found that spending time in nature also
has some more surprising benefits, like improving creativity and problem-solving. ____ 18  Another found that exposure
to nature helped people score better on tests. That’s more proof that going outside is a smart move!

What accounts for the connection with cognition and creativity? It could be that a good dose of nature acts as a cure to
information overload. Everyday life involves a lot of multitasking. Some scientists theorize that spending time in nature enables

our brains to rest and recover from mental tiredness. 19

Naturally, scientific studies don’t cover everything that’s great about the great outdoors. ___ 20 From recreation
and exercise to happiness and creativity, there are lots of upsides to getting outside.
A. One study revealed that people were better at figuring out puzzles after a four-day camping trip.
B. According to many scientific studies, there’s a good chance it’ll make you happier, healthier, and more creative.
C. What’s more, the lift people get from nature is long lasting.
D. Lots of people enjoy fun activities outside, like swimming, riding bikes, or climbing trees.
E. When the only light you’ve seen all day is the glow of a screen, it might be a good idea to switch it off.
F. This means that whether you’re studying or playing video games, heading outside to give your brain a break might help you
get to the next level.
G. So, kicking back in a park is a bit like treating your mind to a restful mini vacation.
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I live in a poor but pretty town where I know all my neighbors. One day I found I suffered a theft.  was ___ 21 who
was the thief. I visited the police and reported the ___22 . They responded, “He’s got quite a record already. If you ___ 23
Jared” — not his real name — “he will go to youth center until he’s 21.”

I asked the police to ___24  until I could speak with Jared. I also suggested a(n) ___25__ to solving this matter
without involving the law. My next ___ 26 was Jared’s house. When he saw me, ___ 27 filled his eyes. So, I invited him
for a walk and soon he relaxed. I mentioned the theft, 28  “If I take you to court, you’ll lose your freedom.”

Jared registered a note of regret. I ___ 29  the moment and suggested my being his mentor (%3 /i) for one year. Besides,
hehadto____ 30 me for one hour every week, talking about his homework and anything he liked. But he must commit to
repay my money. He tookthe ___ 31 .

To Jared’s credit, he ___ 32  in a quiet, special space in the school every Friday morning. I learned about his
__ 33  family, and his lack of meaningful ___ 34 with others. He even never knew where his father was.

Friday after Friday we sat, we chatted, I listened. With my money repaid, he was finally set free. ____ 35  the
neighborhood benefited from a more civil, responsible Jared.
21. A. skeptical B. positive C. uncertain D. concerned
22. A. suspect B. lawyer C. teacher D. murderer
23. A. fire B. punish C. catch D. charge
24. A. hold on B. hold off C. get involved D. take action
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25. A. key B. link C. approach D. response
26. A. aim B. proposal C. step D. stop

27 A. fear B. surprise C. shame D. anger

28. A. reasoning B. smiling C. adding D. threatening
29. A. expected B. seized C. ignored D. missed

30. A. meet B. call C. contact D. accompany
31. A. offer B. treat C. lesson D. trick
32.A. hid B. reflected C. wandered D. appeared
33. A. dangerous B. broken C. caring D. well-off
34 A. argument B. competitions C. connections D. sharing
35.A. In return B. In reality C. After all D. Above all

[%%121.B 22.A 23.D 24B 25.C 26D 27.A 28.C 29.B 30.A 31.A 32.D
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On recent weekends,visitors from surrounding cities, provinces and even ____ 36 (far) away are rushing to try Zibo
barbecue. A local citizen surnamed Wei said, “We locals can’t even eat at nearby barbecue restaurants on weekends due to the
long queues.” Pancakes,scallions and table-top barbecues _____ 37 (see) as essential items for customers, and the immersive
barbecue mode has met the taste and social needs of young customers.

“Zibo barbecue going viral is not ____ 38  (accident), ”Yin Qidi, head of the city’s commerce bureau, said at
___ 39  news conference held to address the barbecue craze on March 10.

___ 40 terms of transportation, Zibo is known to have newly added 21 customized barbecue bus lines and cooperated
with China Railway Jinan Group Co Ltd to add weekend railway lines fromZibo to Jinan of Shandong province.Arranging
volunteers at Zibo railway stations, publishing maps marking recommended Zibo barbecue cateries, ____41 _ providing
accommodation discounts for out-of -town students are some of the convenient services Zibo provides.

Previously, the city’s culture and tourism bureau, along with 10 representatives from popular Zibo scenic spots,
___ 42  (board) the special weekend train G9321 on April 8 ____ 43 (promote) tourism in Zibo and beneficial policies
to passengers, ____44  have made the low-profile industrial city ____ 45 (expect) one of the most popular tourist
attractions in China in the post-epidemic era.

[ %41 36. farther##further 37. are seen 38. accidental 39. a 40. In 41. and 42. boarded 43. to promote
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46. REMRRZEE, A HERSINESNEE R FNFIAE M, AR IRESME David I§HHECHE T, MAFNEE
1 mEEI2. EEE.

AR L3 80 a2, AT LLE B hngn Ty, LMEAT SOE B

Dear David,

Yours sincerely,
Li Hua
#2271 Dear David,
I’'m Li Hua, a student in your class. I’'m writing to consult you about my English admission interview by Shanghai
International Studies University next month.

Language proficiency is of vital importance for such an interview so I’m in urgent need of your professional guidance in

B

my oral English. Besides, any constructive advice on interview techniques will be highly appreciated. Finally, if there are any
dos and don’ts in terms of dressing, manners and so on, please do let me know.

Exceedingly anticipate your reply at your earliest convenience.

Yours Sincerely,
Li Hua
[ 351 AR BmREE TN, BERFEAESINA David 5EME, 16 BEETE KA RF H.
e 1LRTEAR R
H¥: importance—significance ¥ if]: consult about—ask about
#1i: advice—suggestion H4h: besides=in addition
2.5) 5
CREGIEES S
J74]): Language proficiency is of vital importance for such an interview, so I'm in urgent need of your professional guidance in
my oral English.
i & 5 : I'm in urgent need of your professional guidance in my oral English because language proficiency is of vital
importance for such an interview.
[ 5 H5 ) [ 4 f) B 1] Language proficiency is of vital importance for such an interview, so I’'m in urgent need of your
professional guidance in my oral English. (& T 351 1))
[=1437) 2] Finally, if there are any dos and don’ts in terms of dressing, manners and so on, please do let me know. (iZH T if
Gl A
W REEB@D 25 7)
47. BRE N EADRE, ARYE BT Bk T RS S B, MR e BRI, SRRSO HIREN. 150 Zidq s

My school had a tradition during the ninth-grade graduation: a beautiful gold and green jacket (the school colors) , was
awarded to the student who had maintained the highest grades for nine years.

I had been a straight A student since the first grade and had looked forward very much to owning that jacket. My father
was a farm laborer who couldn’t earn enough money to feed five children, so I was given to my grandparents to raise. There
would never be a school sports jacket for us because we couldn’t afford it. This scholarship jacket was my only chance.

One day in May, I happened to overhear in the office. Mr. Schmidt, my history teacher, and Mr. Boone, my math teacher
arguing about me. “I refuse to do it! I don’t care who her father is; her grades can’t match Martha’s at all. I won’t lie or falsify

(fhi&) records.” said Mr. Schmidt angrily.

But Mr. Boone’s voice sounded calm. “Joann’s father is not only on the Board (#54>) , he owns the only store in town:
we could say it was a close tie and...”

The pounding in my ears drowned out the rest of the words, only a word here and there filtered through. “...Martha is
Mexican...resign ... won’tdo it ...”

To this day I don’t remember how I made it through the rest of the afternoon. That night, I cried into my pillow so
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Grandmother wouldn’t hear me.

The next day when the principal called me into his office. “Martha,” he said, “There’s been a change in policy this year
regarding the scholarship jacket. This year the Board has decided to charge fifteen dollars, which still won’t cover the complete
cost of the jacket. So if you are unable to pay the money for the jacket, it will be given to the next one in line.”

Standing with all the dignity I could find, I said, I’ll speak to my grandfather about it, sir, and let you know tomorrow.”
That day, I cried sadly on the walk home.

WRE: 1 SR SCIRENN 150 it 2. S5 AME, BB LG S ARG I

By the time I got home, my eyes were red and swollen. I found my grandpa in the bean field.

I dragged into the principal’s office the next day, sad and disappointed.

[ % %] Version 1:

Paragraph 1

By the time I got home, my eyes were red and swollen. I found my grandpa in the bean field. His back bent into an arch
and his face was drowned in sweats. I called him, in a choked voice. Sensing something wrong, he asked me what happened
with great concern. I murmured the principal’s words, after which Grandpa fell silent, eyes rounding in disbelief. A surge of
regret gnawing at my heart, I really hated to see my gray-haired Grandpa’s disappointment. Time ticking by, he heaved a long
sigh, “My child, an award bought can’t be called an award.” I nodded understandingly. But who knew how reluctant and bitter I
was?
Paragraph 2

I dragged into the principal’s office the next day, sad and disappointed. I knew I might never get that jacket which
represented my years of hard work and expectation. However, I tried to fight back the tears, with my head still lifted with
dignity. “My grandpa...won’t pay the dollars. He said if I had to pay for it, then it wouldn’t be a scholarship jacket.” There was
a deafening silence. The principal looked at me, biting his lip, as if thinking. Finally, after what seemed like a century, he
decided that he would make an exception for me. I could hardly believe it. Looking into his eyes, which brimmed with smiles, 1
stood up and bowed low to him. Only at that moment did I believe that Mr. Schmidt and my grandpa were right: never can
awards be falsified or bought.
Version 2:
Paragraph 1

By the time I got home, my eyes were red and swollen. I found my grandpa in the bean field. Sensing something wrong, he
asked me what happened with great concern. I murmured the principal’s words, a surge of regret gnawing at my heart. I really
hated to see my gray-haired Grandpa’s disappointment. Grandpa’s eyes rounded in disbelief. Time ticking by, he heaved a long
sigh, “My child, an award bought can’t be called an award.” I nodded understandingly. But who knew how reluctant and bitter I
was?
Paragraph 2

I dragged into the principal’s office the next day, sad and disappointed. My head still lifted with dignity, I tried to fight
back the tears, stammering, “I cannot...afford the jacket, sir.” Staring into my eyes, the principal suddenly grinned, “I have
good news for you.” I looked at him in confusion. “The board decided that an award cannot be bought just for the sake of
winners’ dignity.” His eyes brimmed with smiles. I pinched my hand only to find I was not dreaming. Only at that moment did I
believe that Mr. Schmidt and my grandpa were right: never can awards be falsified or bought.

[ BT Y ASCUNIINER T, WHd T AEE TR 2 RAE VR R Sl AL A — M4 — R fe stk (3
BRIIBE) PR T IVER—BERFF R ARSI AL FEN—FEEm — B2 MU, AR IR sl A A e v
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RE Dt Bl 3K .
2 LR 5AFHONE LR AT A Pt R iE —— R B2 —— R B K P A % DL RAE B R A s —— K e
NAEFE AT — IR——AE & G
KRR e
(IPNES
535S DL A S BTt 15 . ask/ murmur/ hate/round/ be called/nod
KA K A BB IRTATHI1E: represent/ pay the dollars/
Bk 8 AAE B4 — UK looked at me/bite his lip/decide/make an exception/ believe
EEES

JR¥: reluctant /bitter /red /swollen
{E# IS right/accurate/ correct

[ A5 547 5)% 1] Sensing something wrong, he asked me what happened with great concern. (HL7E 3 id /E IR 15 F1 what
g I E=E D
[f=1 73 F) 24 2] Looking into his eyes, which brimmed with smiles, I stood up and bowed low to him ( H ¢ & A which 5] F3F
PR A1) 5 v MBI



