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1. — Excuse me, where is the area?

— Walk straight on and turn right at the second crossing.
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A. monkey B. elephant C. giant panda D. lion

2. If things go your wishes, there must be other good things waiting for you.

A. through B. beyond C. above D. against
3. Self-driving buses are smart. They “know” to slow down stop or start again.

A. what B. where C. when D. who

4. about sports is for sure but that’s exactly what makes them so exciting.

A. Nothing B. Everything C. Something D. Anything
5.— Oh, baby! I didn’t expect you such a beautiful card for me. Thank you!

— I’'m glad you like it, mum. Happy birthday!
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A. had made B. have made C. would make D. will make

6. Little Tom was so nervous when making his first speech that he could say a single word.

A. nearly B. hardly C. probably D. properly

7. Sometimes children have great lessons to teach us— we are willing to listen.

A. though B. so C.if D. unless

8. Quan Hongchan is young but has much experience. There is no to worry about her performance.
A. use B. risk C. doubt D. need

9. Fan Jinshi planned and the largest protection program in the history of the Mogao Caves.
A. carried out B. tried out C. broke out D. turned out

10. When you accept who you are, you worry less about things you change.

A. can B. can’t C. should D. shouldn’t

11. The wedding is so important that it’s never for the young couple to prepare for it.

A. too late B. late enough C. too early D. early enough

12. —Mum, could you tell me ?

—Someone who can make you a better person.
A. what makes good friends B. what were true friends like
C. who should I ask for help D. who I should make friends with

13. —There is going to be a speech on how to reduce stress in our school hall tomorrow.

—Really? I won’t it. Could you save a seat for me?
A. make B. miss C. attend D. avoid
14. —If you need anything, . I’ll do it for you.

—You’re so kind. Thank you!
A. you name it B. you make it C. you got it D. you said it
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“How was your day?” Dad asked as we drove home. It seems to be a 15 that parents have to ask this
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question.

There was no 16 that I was telling him about failing the test again.“Wrestling (%) with Hassan.

That was cool...”

But Dad interrupted me.“Wrestling?”
“Not real wrestling. We were just playing.”

“I should hope not,” Dad parked the car. As we arrived home, he was trying to say something, so I decided to

17 the subject.

“Dad, I can’t work out what song to sing at the coming show.”
“How about that song you like best?”” Dad asked, looking at his crossword (A f# 7 i) on the table.
“Monsters?”’

“That’s it,” Dad then picked up his crossword and sighed (" %).“I am 18 stuck on it. Usually, I can

solve it quickly.”

“I guess we all have bad days,” I opened my homework, but the questions looked like 19

symbols.“Do you feel like you’ve got a worm in your brain?” I asked Dad.

“A worm?”

“My scores are going down, as if everything that I know is being eaten away. And I think I’m going to

20 the coming exams. Everything is going wrong.”

“Is that true? Or is it just that you’re worried that everything will go wrong?”
How could Dad think that I wanted to fail my exams?

“Imagine you’re playing wrestling with Hassan. He raises his fist (% 3k ) and tells you,'I’m going to hit

you.’That’s what Hassan says, but he doesn’t 21 it. Ash, your feelings are real, like the raised fist, but that

doesn’t mean they are telling you the truth. You’ll meet difficult questions in exams. It’s OK to feel 22 .

But when your fear tells you that you’re going to fail, you don’t have to 23 it.”

“But it might happen,” I cried.

“Ash, even if you fail, you are still you. You are still my bright boy who does well at school, but just

24 to have a bad day. And we all have bad days,” Dad smiled and waved his unfinished crossword.

15. A. fact B. game C. rule D. plan
16. A. point B. problem C. time D. way
17. A. discuss B. change C. forget D. explain
18. A. hardly B. properly C. completely D. nearly

19. A. colourful

B. colourless

C. meaningful
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20. A. pass B. miss
21. A. avoid B. allow
22. A. tired B. scared
23. A. believe B. mention

24. A. happened
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B. expected

C. stop

C. mean
C. relaxed
C. refuse

C. tried
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25. Where can you find the passage above?

A. On the Internet.

B. In a magazine.

C. In a newspaper.

26. How long will the Paris 2024 Olympics last?

A. About one week.

C. About one month.

B. Less than two weeks.

D. More than half a month.

27. Which sport game can you watch at Porte de La Chapelle Arena?

D. fail
D. mind
D. amazed

D. prevent

D. chose

D. In a diary.




Baduanjin is one of the most popular Chinese qigong exercises. Do you know how to do it?

Preparation: Find a quiet place and play your favourite slow music. Stand upright, look forward

and relax. When you feel peaceful, take a step to the left. Remember to breathe deeply through

the exercise.

Step 1 Raise both arms with palms (F-%£)
facing up. Stretch ({1 }£) out completely as
if you were holding up the sky. Hold your
breath for two seconds before slowly

returning to the starting position.

Step 2 Bend (%5 i) your knees into the horse
stance. Open your arms to the left as if you
were shooting arrows (i) from a bow. Slowly
return to the starting position and repeat it on

the right side.

Step 3 Stretch the left arm with the palm
facing up while pressing the other arm
down. Return to the starting position and do

the same on the other side.

Step 4 Slowly turn your head to the left
and look back as far as possible. Then, repeat

the exercise on the other side.

Step 5 Do the horse stance. Raise your
hands and slowly lower them until your
palms on your thighs ( K ). Lean your
upper body forward. Shake your head from

right to left. Repeat it on the other side.

Step 6 Raise both hands before pressing them
down to waist () level. Bend from waist while
moving your hands down the back of the legs

until they touch your toes.

Step 7 Do the horse stance. Make fists next
to the waist. Punch with the left fist before
pulling it into the waist. Then, do the same

with the right fist.

Step 8 Raise up on your toes before landing

slowly.




Steps 1,6, 8 should be repeated six times each, and the others three times each.

28. Which part of a magazine is the passage most probably taken from?
A. Sports. B. History. C. Custom. D. Fashion.

29. Which of the following shows the correct order of Steps 1-4?

IETE Y kT
wb¥ CEbES

30. What can you learn about baduanjin?

A. It is the most popular exercise in China.

B. It includes 8 steps that should be repeated six times each.

C. It requires people to take deep breaths through the exercise.
D. It requires people to do every step on both left and right sides.

C

“Look at this,” I said to my friend Mandy, holding up the leaflet.“There’s an art camp at White Cliff.”
“It’s during the last week of July,” Mandy said. “That’s the same time as the Hill County Fair.”
“Yeah, that’s true,” I said. “But we always go to the fair.”

“Tessa, you’re the artist. But I’'m not good at drawing,” she smiled.
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“But you can learn,” I said in my most encouraging voice.

Mandy giggled. “You sound like a TV advertisement.”

Later, I called my friends Emily and Yoshiko, but both of them were going to the fair.

“What’s this?” Mom asked.

“A leaflet for an art camp,” I explained.

“Would you like to attend?”” Mom asked.

“Probably not,” I said. “None of my friends are going.”

Mom patted my back. She knew I had a hard time jumping into something with strangers around. “Maybe next
year.”

“Maybe,” I sighed. “I’m going outside to draw the Weston’s pine(FA##).”

“Dinner will be ready in an hour,” Mom reminded me.

I opened the door and looked at the bright sunshine as I sat on the front stoop. I thought about the art camp and
wished I felt a little braver. Mandy could make friends with a whole bus of kids in 10 minutes, but my stomach
twirls (4% 3)) like a roller coaster when I don’t know anyone around me.

Once I started drawing, I didn’t notice the fly buzzing around me or the noise a few houses down. That’s why I
jumped when Mr. Weston said, “You’ve done a great job capturing (%//if) the strength of that tree on paper.”

“Thanks,” I smiled. Mr. Weston was out for a walk.

“That pine was there when we moved in,” Mr. Weston said, “but I have planted pine trees before. You have to
spread out the roots (#i%) near the surface so the tree can get enough water and grow tall. If you plant the root ball
too deep, the tree dies. I learned that roots grow out, not down.”

“That makes sense,” I said.

Mr. Weston nodded good-bye before continuing his walk.

I thought about what Mr. Weston told me as I looked at roots sticking out of the ground. I’d never realized
how far a tree’s roots stretched outward. It made me think about art camp and my own roots. I wasn’t stretching
them out at all. Instead, I was planting myself into one deep spot because it felt safer. I suddenly realized that if I
wanted to grow, I had to start stretching my roots out into new earth too.

That night, I took a deep breath and made a decision. I am stretching my roots out into new earth so I can grow,
I thought. A
31. What does the underlined sentence “my stomach twirls like a roller coaster” mean?

A. Tessa is afraid of riding a roller coaster. B. Tessa feels sick when going camping by bus.

C. Tessa is afraid of staying with strangers. D. Tessa feels sick when riding a roller coaster.
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32. What can we infer from the story?

A. Mr. Weston would get the picture from Tessa. B. Tessa would take part in the art camp.
C. Tessa would follow her friends as usual. D. Mom encouraged Tessa to be herself.
33. Which of the following sentences can be best put in A ?
A. 1 am the pine B. I am a born artist
C. Be brave to try D. Be wise to choose

D

About 2000 years ago, Volcano Vesuvius erupted (JK 111157 ), destroying the Roman cities of Pompeii and
Herculaneum. Now scientists are working to decode (i) one of the great mysteries of that time—the scrolls of
Herculaneum (7% >~ Je i),

In 1752, workers digging in Herculaneum discovered over 600 scrolls. Most of them were made from
papyrus—a paper-like material. The heat from the volcano had burned the scrolls so much that they looked like
chunks of charcoal (AHkHL). The scrolls were so fragile that just touching them could make them fall apart. So
scientists have been looking for ways to read the scrolls without opening them.

Brent Seales, a computer scientist at the University of Kentucky has been working on this for over 20 years.
He developed a method of using a CT scanner to take 3D X-ray images of a papyrus scroll. In 2016, his team used
this method to read a burned scroll found near the Dead Sea. But the scrolls from Herculaneum are much harder.
This method didn’t work well. Still, Dr. Seales hoped to decode them and trained an Al program. Though he was
making progress, it was slow going. Then he met with two businessmen. They had the idea of holding a
competition for decoding the scrolls.

The competition offered large prizes. About 1,500 people have taken part in it. These people are sharing
information as they make progress, so everyone can build on those ideas.

In August, 2023, Casey Handmer found a pattern that showed where the ink had been on the scrolls. Following
his lead, Luke Farritor, a 21-year-old student, created an Al program that found a whole word: “mop@upoc” which
means “purple”. This was the first word ever read from these ancient scrolls.

Soon afterward, Youssef Nader used a different method to find the same word. For their efforts, Mr. Handmer
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and Mr. Nader each won $10,000. Mr. Farritor won $40,000.

Now people are working to earn the competition’s $700,000 top prize, which is for decoding four longer
sections of the scroll.

“With all the recent progress, it’s likely that someone will win this prize, too. For me, reading words from
within the Herculaneum scrolls is like stepping onto the moon,” Dr. Seales says. “Now it is time to explore.”
34. What does the underlined word “fragile” mean in paragraph 2?

A. Easy to break. B. Easy to open.

C. Hard to break. D. Hard to open.

35. What can we learn about the scrolls of Herculaneum?

A. They are difficult to read. B. They were once burned by fire.
C. They were made from papyrus. D. They were discovered near the Dead Sea.
36. What does Dr. Seales think of the future of decoding the scrolls of Herculaneum?

A. Difficult and impossible. B. Challenging and uncertain.

C. Difficult but meaningful. D. Challenging but hopeful.

37. The main purpose of this passage is to

A. show the discovery of the scrolls of Herculaneum

B. encourage readers to decode the scrolls of Herculaneum

C. introduce people’s efforts to decode the scrolls of Herculaneum

D tell readers the methods of decoding the scrolls of Herculaneum

BIE EMEGE 50 7)
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38. A handshake is the most (H WLI¥)) way to greet someone.
39. Ordering food according to your needs helps avoid food (IR%).
40. We hope the two countries will resolve their differences (FH-F- ).
41. If this method (Z230) for you, you’ll make even greater progress.
BRFEAR, AEERNMESHRE L, SHESARSRRRESER.
42. We should always keep itinmind that _ (safe) comes first.
43. 1tis (usual) for the cherry trees to flower so early in Wuxi.

44. This kind of robot is (special) designed for patients in need.
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45. Our life is (shape) by our mind, and we become what we think.
T BAEE AESHASIHERNESHRIRT, FHERSEEE RN NS5 HRE L.
(AR 8 /ME, |BE 15, FL85)

46. —Why are you in such a hurry, Tom?

—Ted (wait) for me. Bye!
47. (share) helps us create meaningful connections with others.
48. Exercise and social support are good ways (control) stress.

49. —What if I fail the test?

—Take it easy Let’s worry about it when it (happen).

50. The old teddy bear (mean) a lot to me during my childhood.

51.—You (finish) your lunch? Eating so fast is bad for your health.

—I see, mum. I won’t do it again.

52. Tina has tried her best, but she isn’t sure whether she (get) the chance.

53. Texts appeared on animal bones and bamboo before they (write) on paper.
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Have you ever noticed you feel happier after helping someone else? Volunteering isn’t just great for the people

you support and it can bring you happiness too.

Volunteering means that you give your time, energy or skills to help others but don’t expect others to give you
anything back. There are more than one billion volunteers helping others all over the world, and there are lots of
ways you can join them, including raising money for charity, helping in your local community,or even carrying a
neighbour’s shopping goods home.

According to Susan Albers, a psychologist, volunteering can reduce stress and make you feel better about your
life. This is because being kind and doing things for other people activates (¥ ) the reward part of the brain and

releases (F i) feel good chemicals like dopamine and serotonin. Albers says that volunteering has other benefits
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(i) too, such as feeling part of a community, making friends and learning skills.

There are lots of ways you can volunteer. Albers recommends finding something that is meaningful to you. If
you love sports, say, then ask if your club needs help like coaching younger players. If you’re passionate about
protecting the environment, organize a litter pick or beach clean. You could also ask at your local library,
community center or school for volunteering opportunities (#14>). Before you start, remember to make sure you
check with your parents. What’s more, Albers says volunteering is an activity that everyone can do. You needn’t
have a lot of skills or spend much time.”

Title: Volunteering

It means giving your time, energy or skills to help others without
What is volunteering?
expecting anything in 54 .

> Because it helps us 55 and makes us feel better about
Why is volunteering good | our life.
for us? > Because it helps us not feel 56 and helps us learn

skills.

> Find something meaningful to us.

How can we volunteer? > Look for volunteering opportunities.

> Make sure our parents 57 us.
Everyone can volunteer because it’s not 58 for us to have lots of skills or spend much
time.
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59. BEMKEK, BREANEZ LT RBEEE.

Many people the Maillard style last autumn and winter.

60. REAEVEEMN T, FLMEEMmS ).

You have to work harder since you others.

61. VRRA FH AR, PSP EE (IRLF, 500) M (GABURRY #EHER .

Jia Ling that Hi, Mom and YOLO directed by her are both very successful.

62. AT LRIEE, FMAEHCEH LT HEK.
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My grandpa is becoming forgetful and he is often unsure the kitchen to drink some water.
63. AL ARG IZ N T 3A SR e 5 55 Uk .
Al technology in fields like education, transportation and smart home.
64. BELIMNS R, 154 i 2 AR IR (0 15 T AR A AR AR K
Whenever I face failures, my mother always with warm words and hugs.
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Good morning, everyone!
I’m Li Hua, from Class 3, Grade 9. It’s my honor to share something about reading habits with you.

Recently, I’ve done a survey about my classmates’ reading habits.

Books are like a key to the door of a new world. Hope we all can enjoy exploring the new world.
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