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Can you imagine being able to learn about world history by looking at a coin with the head of
Alexander the Great on it or a Chinese Ming dynasty banknote(#52£)? Or how about following
mankind’s footsteps into modern culture by being able to see an Early Victorian tea set?

A History of the World in 100 Objects, a project by BBC and the British Museum, presents a
history of the world through 100 items from the British Museum’s collection.

The objects, most of which are extremely valuable, have brought enjoyment to people all
over the world. Those who are lucky enough to see the items in person are able to see the glory(#%
&) of history with their own eyes.

“These signals from the past speak of whole societies rather than single events, and tell of the
world for which they were made, sometimes having meanings far beyond what their original (5]
H))makers meant them to have,” Neil MacGregor, director of the British Museum, wrote in the
project’s book I borrowed the book and read it. One item in particular stood out to me. It was a
mechanical galleon(#1HfH4)—a kind of clock. Its design is based on the great European ships
that sailed across the sea in the 1500s. During that period of time, technology was developing at a
fast pace, and owning a scientific product was fashionable. The clock, a combination of the
growth of technology and the desire (k) to explore other lands, is a perfect symbol of that age.
1. Why does the writer mention the coin in Paragraph 1?

A. To show what ancient people used to buy things

B. To express why we should learn about world history.

C. To remind us that we can learn about history from old objects.
D. To compare it with a Chinese banknote.

2. According to MacGregor, what is the most valuable thing that the 100 objects tell us?
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A. What they were made for. B. What society was like in the past.
C. How they were made. D. How their meanings have changed.
3. What might be a good title for this passage?

A. World History Seen in Ancient Items B. The British Museum’s Collection

C. ABook about British History D. Valuable Objects of the World
[4%]11.C 2.B 3. A
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Up, up, and away! How could a superhero fly through the sky and take down bad guys
without a cape? But superheroes aren’t the first to wear this fashionable (i % fJ) clothing. People
have worn capes for a long time.

With most closing at the neck, any outer covering without sleeves (4<#f) can usually be
called a cape. Cape styles have changed quite a lot, starting with those worn by the ancient

Romans. They were fastened (#.%) or tied at the front. Or they were fixed at the shoulder with a

small piece of metal. The ancient Romans wore capes for protecting the clothes from bad weather,

providing warmth, and showing social position. As time went on, capes became more important in
social position. For example, capes made with fur were worn by kings. Capes were also seen as
part of senior soldiers’ uniforms. Once women began wearing them in the 1800s, however, the
cape became more about fashion. The cape remained a favorite in women’s fashion until the
1950s.

When Superman came on the scene in the 1930s, his red cape was seen as a superhero’s
uniform. It was always connected with bravery and physical power. Capes had another interesting
reason for appearing on superheroes. Since most superheroes first appeared in comic (2 1H]) books,
comic book artists could use a cape to show which way and how quickly a character was moving.
When you saw a superhero’s cape sticking straight, you knew he was flying as fast as he could to
save the day.

4. Picture shows the meaning of the underlined sentence.

A. D.

5. According to the passage, the ancient kings wore capes mainly for
A. marking the social position B. keeping warm in cold days
C. protecting the clothes inside D. showing the physical power
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6. From Paragraph 1 and 2, we can learn that
A. superman is the first to wear the cape in the history
B. people wear capes inside clothes to provide warmth
C. capes used to be worn by senior soldiers as well
D. capes were popular with women before the 1800s
7. Comic book artists use a cape to show
A. how much the superhero has changed in style
B. how fashionable the superhero’s clothing was
C. how important the superhero was in social position
D. how fast the superhero flew and moved in the sky

8. This text mainly talks about

A. the history of capes B. the wearers of capes
C. the styles of capes D. the importance of capes
[%%14. A 5 A 6.C 7.D 8. A
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What is fashion all about? Why is it so important in our lives? What does it say about us?
9  Butwe can learn a lot about people and their culture from the clothes they wear.

During World War II, women in England and America wore simple clothes. This was because
many men were away at war. And women had to work at men’s jobs. After work, women wore
short, straight skirts because the government needed all the extra material for the war.

10 The French designer Christian Dior started designing clothes that were very
feminine (% 14:4t). The dresses were long and full and designers used a lot of cloth to make them.
Women in England, America and all over the world loved these dresses. 11

Later, women grew tired of wearing long, full dresses, though. Skirts started getting shorter
and tighter ("X %)) once again. By the 1960s, teenagers, especially in England and America, began
wearing mini-skirts. Mini-shirts showed women’s legs above the knees for the first time in history.
12

By the early 1970s, fashion changed once again, and skirts became longer. Trousers also
became very fashionable in the 1970s, and for the first time, women started wearing trousers suits
when they went out. 13 They said they looked like men! Another problem was that men
wore their hair long during this period. And people complained it was difficult to tell the
difference between men and women.

Today many different types of clothes are in fashion for both sexes (14:7)). In fact, many
clothes are suitable for both men and women.

A. Soon women of all ages wore mini-skirts.

w

Many people didn’t like to see women in trousers.

It made them feel very good to wear such feminine clothes.

o 0

After World War II, fashion in these countries changed greatly.

m

For most people, the word “fashion” just means clothes.
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9. tR#E“What is fashion all about? Why is it so important in our lives? What does it say about
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us?”H] 1A BRI A AR, T H“But we can learn a lot about people and their culture
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History is important to study because it is essential for all of us in understanding ourselves
and the world around us. And in my opinion, studying history benefits beyond history itself,
because it helps develop and improve our skills through studying history.

We can improve our reading skills by reading texts from different periods. Language has
changed and developed over time and so has the way people write and express themselves. We can
also improve our writing skills through learning not to just repeat what someone else said, but to
analyze information from multiple sources and come up with our own conclusions. It’s two birds
with one stone—better writing and critical thinking!

There are so many sources of information out in the world. Finding a decisive truth for many
topics just doesn’t exist. What was a victory for one group was a great loss for another—we get to

create our own opinions of these events.
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History gives us the opportunity to learn from others’ past mistakes. It helps us understand
many reasons why people may behave the way they do. As a result, it helps us become smarter as
decision-makers.

In the study of history we will need to conduct research. This gives us the opportunity to look
at two kinds of sources—primary (written at the time) and secondary sources (written about a time
period, after the fact). This practice can teach us how to decipher between reliable and unreliable
sources.

There are numbers and data to be learned from history. In terms of patterns: patterns in
population, disappearances during times of war, and even in environmental factors. These patterns
that are found help clarify why things happened as they did.

It’s incredibly important to learn to question the quality of the information and “history” we
are learning. Keep these two questions in mind as we read through information: How do | know
what I’m reading are facts and accurate information? Could they be the writer’s opinions?

14. The author thinks history helps make good decisions because

A. we can learn from others’ past mistakes

B. we can meet many sources of information

C. we can look at primary and secondary sources

D. we can create our own opinions of the past events
15. What does the underlined word “decipher” in Para 5 mean?

A. putout B. break out C. make out D. tryout
16. Why are the two questions mentioned in the last of the passage?

A. To remind readers to read historical novels carefully.

B. To warn readers not to read too many history books.

C. To emphasize the quality of the information on history.

D. To make readers doubt about the reality of history.

17. What is the best title of the passage?
A. How to study history B. Why is history important

C. Reliable data of history D. Value of studying history

[&%]) 14. A 15. C 16. C 17. D
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Did you know that chocolate comes from a tree? The cacao tree gets large brown fruits called
cocoa pods (3%) ,and _ 18  the pods are cocoa beans. To make chocolate, _ 19 we leave
the beans in the dark for a few days, and then __ 20  them in the sun. After that, the beans are
pressed hard until a dark liquid (744 ) comes out. That liquid is pressed _ 21 it separates and
the result is cocoa butter (R] ] i) , which can be turned into chocolate. What a lot of work just to
make a piece of chocolate!

The first people to _ 22  cacao trees for chocolate were the Mayans, who lived in
Mexico thousands of years ago. They used chocolate to make a special _ 23 that they used
during their religious (£ ) services. When people from Spain came to Mexico, they
discovered the drink. They took chocolate home with them, and soon the passion for chocolate

24 all over Europe!
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Wouldn’t you like to have a cacao tree in your __ 25  so you could have your own special
supply chocolate? Well, don’t even think about it! Cacao trees can only grow in rainforests, where
itisveryhotand _ 26  all the time. What a pity!

Chocolate is good for you as long as you don’t eat it all day long! It has iron (%) , which is
good for your body! But remember where there is chocolate, there is 27 ! So don’t eat too

much, and remember to brush your teeth after you eat it!

18. A. outside B. around C. besides D. inside
19. A. first B. most C. last D. though
20. A. clean B. try C. dry D. enjoy
21. A. until B. unless C. because D. whether
22. A. suggest B. grow C. train D. water
23. A. water B. fruit C. wealth D. drink
24. A. served B. spread C. lived D. considered
25. A. garden B. room C. kitchen D. classroom
26. A. cloudy B. snowy C. foggy D. rainy
27. A. salt B. juice C. sugar D. honey
[%%]
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27. C
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An almost complete gold mask was found at the Sanxingdui Ruins (i##i) in Guanghan,
Sichuan province recently. The discovery was along with more than 500 other cultural relics (3¢

W) from the site, including some gold pieces in the shape of birds, ivory, some bone arts and silk

as well. A. Some of them dated back over 3200 years. Without doubt, the gold mask is very

important. As thin as a piece of paper, the mask is 37.2 cm wide and 16.5 cm high. It is the biggest
complete gold mask found so far at Sanxingdui Ruins.

B. The Sanxingdui Ruins were first discovered in 1929.As one of the world’s greatest

discoveries of the 20th century, they are believed to be the remains of the ancient Shui Kingdom.
28.

29.

[Z%] 28. HAop)—sexc Y EHa i3] 3200 Z4F /). 29. = HE/Sanxingdui it h £ 5%
BORILT 1929 4., /=B HEBHEAE 1929 F4 5 ORI .

[ 5] R FENH 7 =M. =R e FORILT 1929 48, 1EJy 20 thadtt 7 -
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887, them i1, fCFRHTSCHISCH)”; dated back“iE 1 F”; over 3200 years“3200 £ 4, #IH
“Hrp g — LS Y EHE I #) 3200 ZAERT. 7
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Today, we consider zero as a common number. Few of us know zero has an unusual history.
Yes, zero is, in fact, very different from the other numbers. At first, there were only the numbers
one to nine. Zero first appeared in India about 2, 000 years ago. Many other ancient cultures had
been marking nothingness. However, the ancient Indians were the first to consider nothingness a
number.

Little by little, communication around the world became more often. Finally, zero was
brought out of India. It was accepted as an Arabic (74718 ]) number. During the 13th century,
Arabic numbers were introduced into the West. However, people in the west had been used to
using Roman numbers (I, V, X, etc.). Arabic numbers were not popular. This was especially true
for zero. Since there is no zero in Roman numbers, people found it hard to accept the new number.
It was quite easy for dishonest business people to turn a “0” into a “6”or a “9”. Some people,
therefore, believed zero would cause much trouble. Zero was also considered an unlucky number.
That’s because it is close to negative numbers — the idea of having debts (fii%%). People in
Florence and Italy even weren’t allowed to use zero citywide.

It was not until the 15th century that zero and the other Arabic numbers were fully accepted.
Business people played an important role. Just think about doing calculations (i+%L) using Roman
numbers. You can hardly do any trade, can you?

1% H AN ), AR F AN 5 AN

30. How many numbers were there before zero was invented?
31. Who was the earliest people to use the number “zero”?
32. When did Arabic numbers appear in the West?

33. What does the underlined word “This” in Paragraph 3 refer to (f5)?

12
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34. What does the article mainly talk about?

[ 30. Nine. 31. Ancient Indians. 32. During the 13th century. 33. Arabic

numbers were not popular. 34. The history of zero./Zero has an unusual history.

[ S5 Y ASCEEYHA 7EERAN AT 0 /2 — MR H 8y, (HRRDA NEE 0 A — K
ASEERI I, 0 MEIEEAL B A 54, (R AR AR I, (HERAAE R NIRRT
0¥ &2 15
30. AR5 3L H At first, there were only the numbers one to nine. Zero first appeared in India about
2,000 years ago.”n] 1, ERHZATH 9 MUF . #IHE Nine.

31. R#E s+ “However, the ancient Indians were the first to consider nothingness a number.” 1]
W, RAEIE N — IR ZeT 0, #3E Ancient Indians.

32. 45+ “During the 13th century, Arabic numbers were introduced into the West.” 7] %1, 7E
13 ke, Fald A R ILE T i J7 . #E During the 13th century.

33. HR¥E I r“Arabic numbers were not popular.” A &1, Bl {AECFEIHATAT. I RIZH
il this 5 (12 P {3 FIEAGAT . " HIE Arabic numbers were not popular.

34. R4 H“Few of us know zero has an unusual history.” R H1, X jm %8 S FE YA TH T 0

AT HEEIRES, #EE The history of zero./Zero has an unusual history.

MRABHEL SN B e kA%, B2 1

Have you ever heard of English Language Day? It was first celebrated on 23rd April, 2010. It
was chosen on such a day because Shakespeare was born on April 23rd, 1564. The purpose of it is
to tell people the history, culture and achievements of the language.

The story of the English language began when Germanic tribes (#:7%) invaded (A {Z) Britain
and brought their languages with them. Later, Scandinavian Vikings invaded and lived with their
languages too. In 1066, Norman-French became the language of the official activity.

By Shakespeare’s time, modern English had developed. Printing had been invented and

13



JH-BF TIRAIE) www.shishubang.com T & AT 22 A4 22 ST B R 6 )

people had to start to agree on “correct” spelling and vocabulary (i8]7L). In both 1500s and 1600s,
the English language was going through a lot of changes. And Shakespeare’s creativity in the
language meant he gave hundreds of new words and phrases that are still used today. Shakespeare

influenced modern English greatly.

A Special Day—English Language Day

The date of the special day April 23rd—Shakespeare’s 35

The 36 of English Language Telling people the history, culture and achievements of

Day the language

The period of time during which the
English language was going through a In the 16th and 17th 37

lot of changes

Shakespeare, whose 39 in the language meant
The person having a 38

he gave hundreds of new words and phrases that are
influence on modern English
still used today

[Z2] 35. birthday 36. purpose 37. centuries 38. great 39. creativity

(o3t ) ASCEZANA 1 Sil H R A S, FRRIE 7 SAEKR R R, i 71t
M IRAR ST 1) BRI
35. MR ¥ 5 — BTt was chosen on such a day because Shakespeare was born on April 23rd, 1564.”
AlgL, 4 H 23 H2y LA H . #3A birthday .
36. MRS —E“The purpose of it is to tell people the history, culture and achievements of the
language.”RJ A1, il H ) H B2 & YR AAMIDLERI DI 5L ST ATl . #H purpose.
37. R =E“In both 1500s and 1600s, the English language was going through a lot of
changes.” 7] 41, 7E 16 th20f1 17 4, FLBER]] TIRZAML, century“th4l”, AI#i441d, It
WFIRAMIE A, FRAREH. WU centuries.

38. R4S = Et“Shakespeare influenced modern English greatly.” ] %1, ¥5-+: Eb W BIARIEE

14
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A HERAIFI, SRR 2R great {2144 7] influence. #{3H great.

39. R#EZE =B “And Shakespeare’s creativity in the language meant he gave hundreds of new
words and phrases that are still used today.” "] %1, 5L IAEE S LGNS 48986 TR

2RO TE . #OH creativity

fi. FEICRE
A
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Most people today use coins, paper money, or credit cards to buy things. However, shopping
wasn’t always as easy 40 that.

About 10,000 years ago, people farmed and 41 (grow) the food they needed. During
that time, people exchanged things between them. They mostly used cows and rice _ 42
(get) things they need in many different parts of the world.

About 3,000 years ago, people started to use other things as money. Shells from the ocean
were 43 (wide) traded as money in places like China, Thailand, and some __ 44
(country) in Africa.

It wasn’t until about 2,000 years ago that the first coins appeared. China was probably the
first place to use metal coins. People made 45 (they) by heating small amounts of metal
and then putting 46 hole in the middle.

But it’s not convenient to carry around a lot of heavy coins, 47 paper money started
to be used in China almost 1,000 years ago. Nowadays we use credit cards to buy 48 we
need. It is much 49 (convenient) to pay by credit cards than a lot of coins or paper

money.
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40. as 41. grew 42. to get 43. widely 44. countries 45. them 46. a

47. so 48. what 49. more convenient
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40. F)E: BRI, VAV SRR AE Sy . M4BT “shopping wasn’t always as easy...that.”
AR “astT 2] R S tas " oA —FE”, iIH as.

A1, AR RE — JIAERT, NMITHHR AR REARATT =5 2200 &4 . R4 A7) “About 10,000 years ago,
people farmed...” A J141) T A5 & — i i, MUtk Ab - grow” (i 2 K “grew” . #H grew.
42, AR AR AR AR RN OOR SRR AT T 7E A % M BT 55 ZE M AR TG o 49 BT R P R B ]
ANE A HIPIRGE, #3E to get.,

43. A)RE: SKREEPEN DS E P E L FR AR 0 — e E S AR B S 5 . AR T
“Shells from the ocean were...traded...” H] A1t Ab 75 HH 17 {21 )y 18] “trade” . #IH wide )& 7]
J20 widely. #3H widely.

44, ) SR RN DUSELE v L Ze EOR RN 00— 26 [ 5 72 IR B 128 5 o AR 4 “some+
] H 4 ] 5 80 T SN country” [ B 3% R “countries”. #(iH countries.

45. F)RE: ATE > B EIE, SRETE PR FT—ANESR G AT, AR T “People
made...by...” 0] K120 1l 5 T e AR ME 08, AFRARIAH =48R, “they” I FEAK
“them”. #{IH them,

46. AR MTE A BIESE, RETET EET —AMFESREIE E AT, H4E putting...hole
in the middle.” 45 1) & FJ FHHAL 75 AN € jef i 12 11 44 7] “hole™, hole 13 % 42 UAH & R Z 0Tk,
HUH a.

A7, F)REE: ARG KSR E RE A {8, T AR T TE K2 1000 4F B st 4A 7E Hh 3 H
T o H4EHT1)“But it’s not convenient to carry around a lot of heavy coins.” 7] 1485 K &1 5 (1)
i A7 {8, 45 ) “paper money started to be used in China almost 1,000 years ago.” 7] 14t
7K%Y 1000 4F B4 e PR 1o AR T Ik D ], SRR R .
3H s0,

48. f)En: WEFRATHE R SERANTFEM AT . R BT“Nowadays we use credit cards to
buy...we need A FIL A N E A6, MBI FAE, NiZH what 5] 5515 A). #UH what.
49. F)EE: S F RSO IR 2216 1 s 40 T SO D7 (545 2 o AR F“It is much. . to pay
by credit cards than a lot of coins or paper money.” 7 #14) T-4& b e A1) 20, I Ab 75 R 2890 L

WRIEE, “convenient” Y bb i 2 2 7042 “more convenient”. #{XE more convenient.
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